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Abstract

Oral cancer represents a global health challenge. The Thai government has
implemented an oral cancer screening initiative for several years; yet, the issue remains,
with oral cancer prevalence ranked ninth among all cancers and demonstrating a poor
survival rate. International research indicates that knowledge and professional
experiences affect dentists' confidence. However, there is a scarcity of studies regarding
oral cancer screening experience among dentists in Thailand. This study sought to
evaluate the knowledge and factors related to oral cancer screening among dentists who
graduated from the Faculty of Dentistry at Prince of Songkla University. A cross-sectional
study gathered data using an anonymous questionnaire distributed through Google
Forms to 212 dentists who graduated during the academic years 2017 and 2021. The
questionnaire comprises three sections: general information, knowledge, and professional
experiences about oral cancer screening. A comparative examination of data knowledge
among many generations of dentists and related factors was performed using the
Wilcoxon-Mann-Whitney test, Kruskal-Wallis test, and Wald test, with a significance
threshold of p < 0.05. A total of 170 questionnaires were submitted, resulting in an
80.19% response rate. First-year graduated dentists achieved the highest knowledge
score, which was statistically distinct from that of fifth-year graduated dentists. Factors

related to knowledge encompassed the workplace, postgraduate education in oral
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medicine or oral and maxillofacial surgery, experience in oral cancer screening, educating
patients about oral cancer risk factors, examination and diagnosis of oral potentially
malignant disorders (OPMDs), personal experience in the treatment, consultation, or
referral of OPMD cases, and participation in oral cancer conferences. Consequently, the
Ministry of Public Health should collaborate to enhance dental involvement in oral
cancer conferences and observational cases inside cancer treatment facilities for
diagnostic training, patient education, and the consultation or referral of OPMDs cases.

Keywords: oral cancer screening, knowledge, related factors, dentist
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? Oral Medicine/Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

® Oral potentially malignant disorders

¢ Additional investigations such as radiographic examination, blood test, cervical lymph node

examination and biopsy
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